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Mines cast black cloud
over breeding industry

Ray Thomas

IMAGINE the rolling hills and
thick grasses of the pristine Hunter
Valley, one of the world®s premier
racehorse breeding regions, look-
ing more like a lunar kndscape
pocked with dusty, giant holes in
the ground.

This could be a reality il' pro
[ mining developments in the
area are approved.

Huge apen-cut coalmines can be
found throughout the Hunter Val-
ley these davs and are growing at
such a rate, they fun the risk of
hurting the area’s brealing indus-
Ly and other businesses.

Al the request of concern
tharaughbred breeders, The Dl
Telegraph  visited  the area this
week, flving over the region in a
helicopter and being shocked by
the number of new mines, most

notably  the propesed  Bickham
Mine amd the existing  Draylon
Mine, which are situated perilously

dose to some of NSW's mosl
magnilicent agricultural amil pas-
toral lands, raising Fears of pollu
Licn to streams and rivers,

Anil the region was clowdel in s
hary mist throughout the day but
this was nothing to do with the

hieat it was dust from the
coalmines, which has raised con
cerns about long-lerm health risks.
The thoroughbred breeders
andl there are at least 50 stud £
in the Funter Valley, inc
Sheik Mohammeds Darley Wood
lands Stud — have formed & united

stance Lo lobby governments and
the mining conglomerates  about
the threat to the industry if more
mines are approved and developed
in the region

*The fact of the matter is there
are very few bils of Australia with
this sorl of acreage and lopog
phy, the peneral terrain of the arvea,
which makes it so good for brewd-
ing,”* Hunter Vallev breeders rop-
resentative Heory Plumplee said.

*In my opinicm there are only
three regions worldwide like this
Rentucky JUS]L, Newmarket [En
glanid | 2l the Hunter Valley.

*The breeding industey has been
here for 1500 vears. That doesn™

entitle us to stay there, absolutely
nol, but there are overwhelming
economic statistics 1o back up the
Fact il is a sustainable agricullural
business and a massive employer in
the repion®

It is estimated the Hunter Valley
thoroughbred breeding industry is

a 45 billicn per anoum business amd
is home o more than 100 stallions
and FOOO broodmares.

Then there ave ancillary Dusi-
nesses which rely on the thorough
Drend Deeding industey Tor Their
livelihoods including veterinarians,
[arvicrs, saddlers, equine transport
operations and feed merchants.

The breeders are Living o im-

plore government to look at ex
ploving other regions of the slate
where impact on existing  busi-
nesses will be minimal.

Plumptee confirmed Hunter Val-
lew breeders are also taking up the
fight with the Federal Government.

=The Prome Mimster aml his
government has natled s colours
firmly Lo the mast on environmen
lal pursuits, parl of thal has Lo be
sustainable agriculture amd protec
ling areas of prime agricultural
land,®® he said,

“Our industry will be sustain
dAble Tor generations and  gener-
ations of people but the mines will
be here for say 20 vears or so, then
leave and there won®t be much left
behind. Is this the legacy govern-
ments wanl Lo leave?”

Tomorrow: The people most under
threat by the mining developments
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The breeding industry has been here for 150 years. It's a
sustainable agricuttural business and massive employer in the region
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